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POLITICAL. 
TH Panjabi Akhbdr of the 15th November, in regard to Circulation, 
the question as to what arrangements ee 
should be made for the government 
of Afghanistan, disapproves of the annexation of the country 
on the following grounds :— 


(1). That the Afghans area barbarous andjlawless people, 
and will be much dissatisfied with the establishment of our 


rule in their country. 


(2). That the administration will not be self-supporting. 
Even the late Amir Sher Ali, whose reign was peaceful and. 
who did not keep a large army, could not make both ends 
meet without the annual subsidy of twelve lakhs of rupees 
which he received from us. If we occupy the country, we 
will have to maintain a Jarge army there, and to pay annual 
subsidies to the wild tribes in order to win their friendship. 
If, in spite of the retrenchment of public expenditure and the 
levy of some new taxes, India can ill-afford to pay the expen- 
ses of the present Kabul expedition, how will she be able to 


The future of Afghanistan. 
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; (3). Thatthe-annexation would excita the irreeil of ‘Per. 
sia, Bokhara, and Russia, and induce them to claim.a share 
of the spoil. As we have conquered Afghanistan witha oreat 
loss of ‘life and money, we would not addéile to their Wishes, 
and the result would be the outbreak of a war between them 
and us. But we should avoid new quarrels as far as possible 
at-the preeent crisis‘when we have 'to‘attend to other dif 
culties. If the Sultan of Turkey does not voluntarily intro- 
duce the necessary reforms in Turkey and Asia Minor, we 
shall have to compel him to do so in accordance with the 
terms of the Berlin treaty. We have to improve the adminis- 
tration of Egypt. The Burmah difficulty awaits our attention, 
We have to chastise the Nagas for their outrage. 

In these circumstances it would be much better for us to 
be content with the establishment of our Envoy at Kabul 
with astrong escort. N ow. the question is as to who should be 
placed on the throne of Kabul. Yakub Khan cannot be 
reinstated in authority. Even if his innocence in the mas- 
sacre of our Kabul Embassy is proved, which, however, seems 
to be very doubtful at present, his conduct during the late crisis 

has shown him to be incapable of ruling. The Anjuman 
Fanjab, in the namé ofa Panjab statesman, suggests that 
the son of Yakub Khan:should -be ‘placed on the’ throne. 
But it should be observed that he is very young, aud will not 
be able to take the reins of Government into his own hands 
for the next fifteen years, whereas we want to appoint " 
Amir who should immediately take the management of affairs 
into his hands and allay the excitement of the people. The 
sardars of Kabul are in favour of Wali Muhammad Khan, 
Yakub Khan’s uncle, but the Government of India will pro- 
bably not approve of his succession to the throne. To ou 
thinking the Government should put a stop to the rule of 
the Barakzai family, as the conduct of all the rulers of 
that family has been marked with ingratitude and deceit, and 
restore the Sadozai family to power. .T e,Sadqzal family 18 


P Ae oe ae . . ns 
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was at first-only aservant,of Shah Zaman and Shuja-ul-Malk. 
In our opinion Prince..Ab-ul-Qasim, lata .risaldar-major, and 
the grandson of. Shah Zaman, should ba placed on the throne. . 
He is an able man andthe. rightful heir to.the throne. He 
has held the highest office. in the British. army to which the 
‘natives are eligible. He is loyally: attached to the Govern- 
ment, and is well acquaimted. with the: good. qualities of the 
British nation. 


‘The Koh-i-Nitr of the idth November expresses its concur- Circulation, 
‘The payment of the cost Yence with the Anjumani Panjab in ee 
of the Afghan war. thinking that the cost of the present 
Kabul expedition should be realised from the Afghans 
(see page 889 of the Selections for the week ending the 15th 
November, 1879). The expedition has been under taken to 
chastise the Afghans for the outrage committed by them on 
the Kabul Embassy, and, Seenny, they should be compelled 
to pay the cost. | 


The Nir Afuhan of the 20th N _— sili the above Circulation, 


430 copies. 
article, and remarks :—We concur with " 


our contemporary. The cost of the 
war should be undoubtedly realised from the Afghans, other- 
wise the liabilities of the Government of India would be much — 


increased. 


The same subj ect. 


The Rah bar-i-H ind of the 17th November states that it Circulation, 
appears from English newspapers th at -— 
Englishmen at homeare of opinion that 
the Government should take permanent possession of Afghan- 
istan, and that if Russia and Persia object to it, it should 
conciliate them by ceding Herat to the latter and the Hindu 
Kush to the former. We approve of the permanent occupation 
of the country, because this is the only policy which is calcu- 
lated to compensate us for the heavy expenses of the war in 
some degree. But it would be unwise to cede any portion of 
the territories to Russia, inasmuch as it would be indicative of 


The future of Afghanistan- 


Cireulation, 
170 copies. 
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our weakness and consequently increase her Steed. If the 
Government wishes to occupy only a portion of the country 
it should establish small independent States in the remainin : 
portion, which should be under our protection, 


If it deems i 
inexpedient to occupy even a portion, it should appoint a 


successor to Yakub Khan, and assist him in protecting his 


territories against foreign aggression. 


NATIVE STATES. 


_ A correspondent of the Sajir-i-Hind, Amritsar, of the ih 


November, writing from Srinagar 

ine i hmir. i 
—— an states that some Anglo-Indian nevs- 
papers justly denounced the famine administration of the 


Maharaja of Kashmir, which has called forth some foolish ro- 


marks from the Koh-i-Nir. There is no doubt that the Gov- 
ernment of India is always anxious to maintain friendly 
relations with the native chiefs, provided they treat all classes 
of their subjects with justice and impartiality. But it is to 
be regretted that in Kashmir only Musalmans have suffered 
from famine during the last three years. Not more than one- 
tenth of the Musalman population has survived the calamity. 
Not a single Hindu has died of starvation. The dead bodies 
of famine-stricken Musalmans lie exposed on roads, and are 
not removed and buried until they begin to rot. The Kol-t- 
Nir states that famine has ended, and that prices are falling 
every day, whichis utterly false. The Kashmiris would be 
very thankful if grain could be procured. even at double the 
prices stated. The Koh-i-Nér says that there are respeotabie 
Muhammadan raises in Kashmir such as Sayyid Wazir Al 
Shah and Haji Mukhtar Shah. True, they appear to be rich, 
but their condition is really worse than that of the — 
stricken people. Wazir Ali Shah has been ill for the las 
month. Haji Mukhtar Shah is heavily involved in debt. His 
liabilities amount to four lakhs of rupees. Even ii there uae 
two well to-do Musalmans in the whole State, it would 20 


matter much. eR ces | 
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A —— of the Oudh Punch of the 18th Novem- Cireulatica, 
ber, writing from Srinagar, states that ae 
the crops have been reaped, and new 
grain will shortly be brought to the market. But this will 
not improve the condition of the poor, who have not a farth- 
ing in the world. The Maharaja and his ministers are at pre- 
sent very anxious to recoup the loss which the famine has 
involved. Hitherto unhusked rice (shali) was sold at the 
State granaries at the rate of Re. 1} a kharwar, but the Maha- 
raja has lately issued an order to the effect that the officers 
should husk the rice and sell it at the rate of eight seers for the 
rupee. The poor were accustomed to collect wild fruit, and lived 
on them during the winter. But this year all the fruit is to be 
collected by the officers. The officers extort bribes from 
the people, and misappropriate public money. If any one 
complains against them, he is punished by the Maha- 
raja. It is rumoured that the dilapidated houses which 
have been deserted by famine stricken persons, and which 
are a sign of the ravages of the famine, will be shortly level- © 
ed to the ground. An officer who was lately charged with 
murder and suspended has been declared innocent, and 
appointed secretary to the Maharaja. When labourers are 
required for the public service, only the Musalmans are 
impresed. 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 
The Hon’ble Sayyid Ahmad Khan has published, in the Circulation, 
The Muhammadan Fa. Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 15th 7° copies 

mily Endowment Bill. November, a draft bill which he 
proposes to lay before the Legislative Council, and the object 
of which is to preserve the estates of Musalmans from ruin. 
It will empower those Musalmans, who possess large landed 
property, to bestow it in perpetuity on their descendants if 
they please. Such property will not’ be divided among the 
heirs on the death of the owner. The bill is called the Mu- 
hammadan Family Endowment Bill. The Hon'ble Sayyid 
Ahmad Khan has also published a memorandum in which he : 


Kashmir. 


Circulation, 


630 copies. 
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points out that it is in‘a@ecordance with the ielipions tenets 
both of the Shia and’ Sunni’ sects to. endow property in the 
way proposed by: him, and refers: to the benefits which the 
Musalman zamindars and ‘talukdars will obtain from the pro- 


posed law, and asks them to send their opinions to him on 
the — 


"The Koh-i-Nér of the 15th ‘November approves of the 

The new rules about the transfer of the issue of money orders 

issue of money orders from the treasury department to the 

post office, but remarks that there are some defects in the 

new rules which will prevent the use of 1 money orders from 
becoming general, and which are as f ollows :— 


(ly. That the rate a ponener er has _— inoressed from 
one to one and a half rupee per cent. (sic). 


(2). That money orders will not be paid after a fixed 
interval of time, which is very short, 


(3). That money orders will not be issued for sums ex- 
ceeding Rs. 150. Moreover, they will be issued only for 
rupees, and not for rupees plus fractions of rupees. This 
restriction will preventthe traders from availing themselves of 
the use of money orders as a means of sending remittances. 


(4). That money odin will be paid only by those post 
offices on which they are drawn. It wo uld be better if they ° 
were paid by every post office. BP ied We 


The same paper states that the municipal saneniiies of 
Lahore held a meeting on Wednesday 
last to consider the Vaccination Bill. 
The committee disepproved. of compulsory vaccination, but 
decided that a municipal bye-law should be passed for encourag- 
ing yaccination.. After:consulting medical men, it has. ars 
rived at the conclusion. that children. should be first. vaucl- 
nated when they are three months old, and that peek # should 
be obtained som En gland, . 


Campulsory Vaccination, 


The Oudh Punch of tho 18th N scviatcbear states that com- Circulation, 


pulsory vaccination is about to be in- 
troduced: as an experimental measure. 
If it works well, a remedy will be prescribed by law for every 
disease. Suicide is a very grave crime according to the In- 
dian Penal Code. To adopt no remedy for any disease is a 
kind of indirect suicide. In these circumstances it is not 
surprising that a paternal Government should compel the 
semi-barbarous natives to adopt a particular remedy for any. 
disease. However, before adopting measures to protect 
children against small-pox, it should have prescribed remedies 
for those diseases to which they are generally exposed as soon 
asthey are born. An Act should be passed for the destruction 
of mosquitoes and flies, because they harass tke people during 
the hot weather. The opium eaters’ are awake ali night, and 
nod during the day. An Act should be passed to check this 
evil. 


Compulsory Vaccination. : 


A correspondent of the Rahbar-t-Hind, Lahore, of the 
17th November, complains that there 
Irregularities in the pro- 
= of courtsinthe Pan- are many irregularities in the proce- 
: dure of the courts in the Panjab, 
which are a source of creat inconvenience and loss to the 
suitors. Some of the irregularities are as follows :— 


(1). That as soon as a plaint is filed at the court, the 
judge issues a summons to the defendant. He does not con- 


sider at the time whether it deserves to be entertained or not. 


(2). That the court fixes the points at issue in each case 
as soon as it has heard the plaint and the defendant’s reply 
thereto, although the plaint and the defendant’s reply are 
generally very vague and ‘conflicting; and no opinion can be 
based on them, until they are made clearer by farther expla+ 
nations, Somejudges are accustomed to bring pressure to 
bear upon ‘the suitors to compromisé matters, when’ they con 
Sider a case to be an intricate one. © = 9° ~~ * sO ™ 


20 copies. 


Circulation, 
475 copies. 


Circulation, 
408 copies, 
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_ (8). That some judges do not. strictly enforce the rales 


about the attendance of suitors at court; they do not record 


t 


on the file of a case what party was personally present at any 


sitting and what party was absent, or what party was 


repre- 
sented by counsel, — 


(4). That some judges do not strictly observe the rules 
about the postponement of the decision of cases. They 
change the dates of hearing for trivial reasons. When 
the witnesses and the vakils in any case attend the court on 
the fixed day, and the date of the case is changed, the court 


does not generally compel the plaintiff and the defendant to 
pay them for that day. 


(5). That the court peons are generally guilty of many 
mal-practices in serving summonses upon the defendants and 
witnesses. Generally they do not transpire, and sometimes 


‘ when they transpire, the judges take no notice of them. 


.(6), That the rules about the examination of witnesses 
are generally not observed strictly. Generally the sharis- 


tadar writes the depositions of witnesses, and afterwards dic- 
tates them to the judge. The witnesses are made to swear. 


by their sons at some courts before giving evidence, but the 


Jaw does not allow the judge to take such an oath from any 


person. ‘The depositions of witnesses are never read out to 
them. The judges generally donot allow the plaintiff and 


the defendant to cross examine each other’s witnesses. 


(7). That the judges are not accustomed to record the 
grounds on which they consider the evidence of any witness 
to be trustworthy or untrustworthy. ae 


The Anjumani Panjab of the 14th November expresses its 
“The siadloviiant Ot prt - concurrence with. the Civil and Mili- 
soners on‘railway works tary Gazette in thinking that prisoners 
aia should be employed on the railway 
works on the frontier. As there is.a great scarcity of la- 


bourers at present in the Panjab, it would be very economical. 


v 
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ty utilise the services of prisoners. ‘The convicts in the Pan- 
jab jails would be in all probability able to construct the 
ail road from Jhelum to Peshawar. If they are not suffici- 
ent, some could be imported from the other provinces. They 
should be kept at night in the villages situated near railway 
works. At those places only where no secure accommodation 
is available. for convicts should hired labourers be employed. 
-Ifa sufficient number of police cannot be spared to watch them, 
some additional men should be employed for the purpose. 


The Shola T. ‘er, Cawnpore, of the 18th November, i in re- 
gard tothe new rules for the issue 

The transfer of the issue 
dame eens tien ten and payment of money orders, re- 
treasury department to marks that us there were no money 
the post office. : 3 ; 3 oa 
order offices in some places the in- 
habitants of those places were hitherto exposed to: great in- 


convenience in sending remittances. But the transfer of the 


issue of money orders from the treasury department to the 
post office will remove this inconvenience. There is no doubt 


that the insurance of money parcels has lessened the demand 


for money orders, but still in some cases the public will pre- 
fer money orders to parcels, In tho first place large sums of 
money cannot be remitted through parcels, but no such hmit 


exists in the case of money orders, Secondly, the cost of remit- 


ting even Rs. 10 or 15 through the parcel post amounts to eight 
annas plus the insurance, but the cost of remitting small sums 
up to Rs. 25 by means of money orders will not amount to 
more than four and a half annas. The post-masters will get 
one-eighth part of the income derived from the issue of money 
orders as a remuneration for this additional work. This 
arrangement will undoubtedly be more economical than the 
present one. It isa matter of great satisfaction that Gov- 
ernment officers are always anxious to introduce such reforms 
48 are calculated to reduce expenditure and are beneficial to 
the public. Jf any person hitherto wanted to send money to 
any person living in a native State, he had to obtain a Hundi 
ftom some mahajan or ‘native banker at a heavy rate of ex- 


Circulation, 
250 copies. 


Circulation, 
719 copies, 


Circulation, 
170 copies. 
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change, but in future one will be able to send a remittance 
to any native State at a very small cost through the post office. 
The transfer of the issue of money orders from the treasury de. 
partment to the post office will put a stop to the extortion of 
heavy rates of exchan ge by mahajans, The Government should 
also make some satisfactory arrangement for the grant of tak- 
avi advances to cultivators who are at present entirely at the 
mercy of the unscrupulous mabajans. During the late scar- 
city in the North-Western Provinces and QOudh the local 
Government empowered the district officers to grant takavi 


to needy cultivators, but the tahsildars offered it on so difii- 
cult terms that few could avail themselves of it. 


A correspondent of the Oudh Akhbdr of the 18th Novem- 
The hakims or native ber states that natives have oreat 
physicians. faith in the abilities of the hakims, 
and, therefore, always place themselves under their treatment 
in case of illness. Moreover, they think that some spirituous 


liquor is mixed with every English medicine, and, therefore, 


they habitually refrain from going todoctors. As the hakims 
are the guardians of the health of the greater part of the po- 
pulation of India, the Government should establish some 


schools where the yunani or Greek system of medicine as 
practised in India should be taught. 


A correspondent of the Safir-i-Hind, Amritsar, of the 8th 


Sieener teats November (received on the 19th 
idem), states that some persons are of 
opinion that the establishment of honorary benches is useful, 
while others complain that great evil has accrued to the 
people from the institution. A native officer lately complained 
through this paper that honorary magistrates take bribes 
from the people. The. only benefit which the Government 
obtains from this institution is that it affords partial relief to 
the regular courts. But strictly speaking this is no benefit 
at all, It is the duty of the paid Government officers 1 
decide all cases. In those districts in which there are 00 


ie ae 


honorary mapistrates the district officers do not feel any 
difficulty in deciding all the cases. “Another advantage. which 
the Government expected from the institution i in question was 
that the honorary magistrates would decide all disputes 
among their neighbours better than the recular courts could. 


But it is to be régretted that even this advantage has not been 


practically attained. ‘We do not think that honorary magis- 
trates are generally amenable to bribery. But there is no 
doubt that they show partiality to their friends. Another 
evil which has accrued from the establishment of honorary 
benches is, that when any person incurs the displeasure of an 
honorary magistrate, the enemies of that person avail them- 
selves of the opportunity to sue him at the honorary ma- 
_ gistrate’s court. Moreover, the honorary magistrates are 
able to oppress their tenants with perfect impunity. As 
they have great influence with the district officers, the police 
fear them, and hush up all complaints against them. They are 
generally quite illiterate, and have no acquaintance with law, 
and consequently decide all cases in accordance with the 
opinion of their sarishtadars, who are notoriously ccrrupt. 
In order to put a stop to this evil a legal examination should 
be fixed for honorary magistrates. 


» ©¢@ 


The Dabir-1- Hind, Allahabad, of the 22nd N eae 


The heavy assessment of States that Mr. Patterson has assessed 


land revenue in some par- 
mnas of the Allahabaq He land revenue in Fatehpur with 


district, great care and justice, for which the 


zamindars of that district are very thankful to-him. But it 
is to be regretted that revenue has been very severely assessed 
in the parganas of Karari, Chail, and Arail, of the Allahabad 
district, which are chiefly inhabited by Musalmans. The 
Writer ascribes the heavy assessments to the frequent changes 
of settlement officers: at Allahabad, and hopes that the 
Government: will take the case of the zamindars of the 


Circulation, 
250 copies. 


three parganas in’ question into its favourable consideras 


tion, . 


Cirzulation, 
— 650 copies. 
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_. The Aftabi Panjab: of the 14th-‘November states that 
Compulsory Vaccination. ine Anj amani Panjab held a meeting 


~~ on the 3rd instant to consider the 
Hon’ble Sayyid Ahmad Khan's Vaccination Bill. Some mem- 
bers approved of compulsory vaccination, but the majority of 
them strongly protested against it, on the ground that as it was 
opposed to the customs of the people it would be productive 
of great discontent. It was accordingly resolved that the 
Anjuman should send a memorandum to the Panjab Govern- 
ment stating that it would be inexpedient to introduce com- 
pulsory vaccination in the Panjab. To our thinking com- 
pulsory vaccination would be very beneficial. It is better 
that parents should be compelled to vaccinate their children 
rather than that they should be attacked by small pox and 
become blind, lame or deformed, as is generally the case. 
Vaccination is a good preventive of small-pox. It is only 
when the operation is unsuccessful through the carelessness 
of the vaccinator or want of good lymph that a. vacci- 


nated child gets small-pox. However, the attack is not so 


severe as it otherwise would be. True, ignorant persons 
who are prejudiced against vaccination ‘will be dissatis- 
fied with compulsion, but their dissatisfaction will not last 
long, and they well soon begin to appreciate the advan- 
tages of vaccination. When the Government has had the 
courage to put down satti and slave trade, which were religious 
customs, there seems to be no reason. why it should be afraid 
to make vaccination compulsory, which clashes with no reli- 
gious custom. Compulsory vaccination will not be productive 
of so much popular discontent as has been imagined by some 
of its opponents, inasmuch as vaccination ‘has long been in 
vogue in the Panjab, and all sensible persons are convinced of 
its benefits. As many ignorant persons consider vaccination 
opposed to their religious customs, its use will not become 


géneral until it is encouraged by compulsion. It will be re- 


membered that even in England it did not become general 
until it was made compulsory. It is of course necessary 


( 919 ) 


that when the Vaccination Bill is passed, it should not be 
striotly enforced for some time, and the people should be gra- 
dually accustomed to it. If it is immediately enforced with 
severity, the use of undue pressure on the part of some thought- 
less vaccinaters will provoke great discontent. 


LOCAL. 


A correspondent of the Rahbar-i-Hind of the 17th Novem- pees 

Munshi Kapur Chand, ber congratulates the editor on the — 
Sharistadar, Gurdaspur. — fact that his agitation against the sup-— 
pression of bribery, which prevails in the amla, bids fair to be 
successful, and states that Munshi Kapur Chand, superin- 
tendent (sic), Gurdaspur, has been charged with having 
taken a bribe, and suspended from duty by H. E. Perkins, 
Esq., commissioner of Amritsar. Sometime ago an inhabi- 
tant of Hoshiarpur complained to the deputy commissioner 
of that place that Kapur Chand had taken a horse from him 
as a bribe, and had not done the job for which it was given 
him. The deputy commissioner reported the matter to Mr. 
Barkley, the commissioner of Jallandar, and the latter to 
Mr. Perkins, who at once suspended Kapur Chand, and 
transferred his relatives and friends, who were em- 
ployed at Gurdaspur, to other places. There is no doubt 
that he is a dishonest person, and is accustomed to 
take bribes. Mr. Perkins formerly wished to transfer 
him, but he would not agree. The inhabitants of Gur- 
daspur are much pleased with his suspension. It is a 
good thing that Mr. Perkins has transferred his friends to 
other places, otherwise they would try to dissuade persons 
from giving evidence against him. But his friend Nanak 
Chand and his brother-in-law are still at Gurdaspur, and 
should be transferred to some other district. . Persons con- 
victed of having taken a bribe should not be merely trans- 
ferred or dismissed from the service, but should be punished 
in accordance with the law. 


- In commenting upon the above case the editor remarks 
that the prevalence of bribery is chiefly due to a want of 
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strict supervision on the part of the European officers over 
their subordinates. If Mr. Perkins strictly watched the con- 
duct of subordinates at Amritsar, he would find that some 
of the hi gher subordinates are amenable to bribery. 


The Muraggai Tahzib, Lucknow, of the 15th N ovember 
(received on the J9th idem), states 
that there is a class of wicked beggars 
at Lucknow who are notorious gamblers and are much addicted 
to the use of intoxicating drugs. They extort alms from the 
people, especially on occasions of marriage or death. When 


The hese at Lucknow. 


there is a marriage in the family of a well-to-do person, some 


of them begin to make a noise at his door, and will not go 
until he gives them one or two rupees. Similarly, when they 
see any funeral procession, they harass it and extort alms, 
The municipal committee should see to this. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


_ A vernacular. newspaper, entitled the Rahnumai Hind, 
which, after having existed for one year, was stopped in April, 


1876, has been re-started from the 13th November, 1879, 
It is a 7 paper and 1 is published at Delhi. 
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